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Women’s Suffrage
Susan B Anthony was one of the several women who would go down in history for changing the course for women and women's rights in the United States. Her arrest in 1872 for voting in the presidential election paved the way for women political rights in the years that followed. It is essential to know Susan's history to get an idea of what might have been some influential factors that defined her fight for women rights. Susan B. Anthony was born in 1820 in Adams, Massachusetts (History, 2021). She hailed from a tight-knit Quaker family who placed immense value on education. Men and woman were equal in the quaker family, and their opinions had equal value. Generally, during this time, the reality for women was much worse; women were not allowed to own property and participate in political decisions; they were uneducated and subservient to men. Susan B. Anthony wanted better for women; she advocated for equal rights for both sexes. Anthony would later meet up with Elizabeth Cady Stanton, one of the first women rights convention organizers in Seneca Falls, New York. On November 1st, Anthony and her three sisters left their house to the local barbershop where eligible men were being registered; she demanded that under the 14th amendment, she had equal rights as the men there to vote. Anthony's goal was to force a case in the highest court in the land to decide whether the 14th amendment extended to women.
Minor v Happersett was a supreme court case in which the court unanimously voted that the right to vote was not protected by the 14th amendment in the US constitution (Britannica, 2021). On October 15th 1872, Virginia Minor, a women's suffrage movement leader in Missouri, attempted to cast her vote in St. Louis County; the registrar, Recce Happersett, refused her because she was a woman. She brought suit against the registrar in the supreme court because the Missouri constitution provision barring women from voting was in violation of the privileges and the immunities clause of the fourteenth amendment of the constitution. She lost the case in the state supreme court; she then appealed to the US Supreme Court. In a unanimous decision, the Supreme Court ruled that the Missouri Constitution did not violate the 14th amendment; the court ruled that the US Constitution "does not confer the right of suffrage upon anyone"; therefore, the state was not obligated to allow women to vote. The ruling would later be overturned by the passage of the 19th amendment to the constitution.     
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